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armed followers did so under the very nose of King Takayutpi.
Four years later he began the systematic conquest of the Mon
kingdom. At first sight it would seem a perilous policy to launch
a big campaign in the south before strengthening his position
against the Shans in the north. But they possessed no leader of
eminence, and he probably gambled on their congenital in-
capacity for combined action. The deciding factor may have
been the riches of Pegu.
The Delta was easily conquered. Bassein and Myaungmya
fell in the first campaign. Pegu itself, however, was a far more
difficult proposition. For four years it resisted every attack, and
was only finally taken by stratagem in 1539. King Takayutpi fled
to Prome closely pursued by Tabinshwehti and his brilliant
comrade-in-arms and brother-in-law, Bayinnaung. The attack
on Prome miscarried. The Shan ruler of Ava came downstream
with a large flotilla to relieve it, and the Burmese forces had to
retreat. Tabinshwehti's position, however, was eased by the
death of Takayutpi. A large proportion of the Mon chiefs came
to offer their allegiance and were well received. It was the
conqueror's policy to respect Mon customs and institutions,
and he used all the arts of conciliation. He was no mere warrior
leader.
Foiled before Prome, he next turned his attention to the
port of Martaban. For the attack he recruited Mon levies and a
force of Portuguese mercenaries armed with muskets and light
artillery. Martaban also was defended by a company of Portu-
guese, but they deserted and Tabinshwehti carried the city by
storm. For three days massacre and looting raged and the booty
was immense. It was a dreadful act of savagery, which cannot be
reconciled with his general policy of winning over theMons; but
with an army swelled with mercenaries it was inevitable. And
it frightened the rest of the Mons into submission. Moulmein
surrendered without a blow, and the remainder of the Mon
territory as far as the Siamese frontier at Tavoy fell into
Burmese hands. Tabinshwehti attoned for his cruelty by placing
new spires on Mon pagodas and making costly offerings at the
Shwe Dagon.
Martaban fell in 1541. In the following year the attack on
Prome was renewed. Vain attempts were made by both Arakan